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Terms of Use
Thank you for your purchase! By purchasing this resource, you are agreeing that the contents 
are the property of Lindsey Graf and licensed to you only for classroom/personal use as a 

single user. I retain the copyright, and reserve all rights to this product.

The original purchaser may:
Make copies for the purchaser’s classroom, including homeschooling, or tutor sessions

Make a copy for backup purposes, but not with the intent to redistribute.
Direct other interested persons to my store.

Reference (without distribution) this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development 
workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both credit given to myself as the author 

and a link back to my TPT store included in your post/presentation.

You may not:
Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt to remove the 

copyright/watermarks
Share this product (part of it or in its entirety) with others

Repackage and/or sell or give away this product (part or in its entirety) to others
Offer or share this product (part or in its entirety) anywhere on the internet as a download or 

copy including, but not limited to, personal sites, school sites, or Google Doc links on blogs or 
sites, internet sharing groups, news lists, or shared databases

Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden and is a violation of 
the Terms of Use, along with copyright law.

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional 
ethics while using this product.

Lindsey Graf

© Littlebird Books
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Inductive Study Method: 
There are 3 ingredients to using the inductive method to study the Bible:
1. Observation, What does it say? 
2. Interpretation, What does it mean? 
3. Application, What does it mean for me?

For each passage, there are 4 activities designed around these three principles:
Observation:
~ Read the passage given and mark the key words, writing comments as you read.*
~ Complete the “Gather the Facts” page.
Interpretation:
~ Answer the questions on the “Think and Explain” page.
Application:
~ Write a paragraph for the “Reflection Time” page about what the passage means for you.  
Apply it to your own life.

Each activity is designed to take 15-25 minutes

Intro and Culmination Activities:
~Choosing symbols for each key word listed on bookmark to use throughout study
~Pre-reading writing prompt 
~Post-reading writing prompt
~Book at a Glance (Finding the theme)
~A Letter From Paul (Summarizing)
~Mid-Unit and End of Unit Test

Any part of this study can be used independently.
If you are limited on time, I would recommend using the Gather the Facts pages as they are 
designed to give a full picture of the passages.  If there is time to read the passages and 
mark key words beforehand, students always enjoy being able to draw on the actual text of 
the Bible and the process of marking enhances the understanding immensely. 

*Passages and verses quoted are in NIV unless otherwise noted.

Teacher’s Notes

m
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Church or Sunday School Use:
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Week 1:
- Small groups (give students key word symbols to use)
Read Philemon 1:1-7, marking key words and writing 
observations in the margins
- Independent work
Gather the Facts page
- Large groups
Discuss observations and summaries from the Gather the 
Facts page

Week 2:
- Small groups
Read Philemon 1:8-25, marking key words and writing 
observations in the margins
- Independent work
Gather the Facts page
- Large groups
Discuss observations and summaries from the Gather the 
Facts page

Overview for Church Use:
This is a suggested teaching plan for use in Sunday school or youth group. Recommended time is about 45 minutes, 15 
minutes for each: small groups, independent work and large group.  

m
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Week 3:
- Small groups
Philemon at a Glance page, finding the theme of 
Philemon.
- Independent work
The “What Do You Think Now?” writing prompt
- Large groups
Discuss Philemon at a Glance and share thoughts from 
“What Do You Think Now?” writing prompt.



Week 1:
- Monday
Pre-reading writing prompt, “Slavery”
& choose symbols for key words
- Tuesday 
Read Philemon 1:1-7, marking key words and writing 
observations in the margins
- Wednesday
Gather the Facts page
- Thursday
Think and Explain page
- Friday
Reflection Time page

Week 2:
- Monday 
Read Philemon 1:8-25, marking key words and writing 
observations in the margins
- Tuesday 
Gather the Facts page
- Wednesday
Think and Explain page
- Thursday
Reflection Time page

Overview for Daily Classroom Use:
This is a suggested teaching plan for daily use in a Christian School. Recommended time is about 25 minutes, 4 days a 
week.  Choose to have students complete Gather the Facts and Think and Explain pages independently or in small 
groups, then share with the class.

m
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Week 3:
- Monday 
Philemon at a Glance page; finding the theme of 
Philemon.
- Tuesday 
The “What Do You Think Now?” writing prompt
- Wednesday
Summary: Letter From Paul
- Thursday
Philemon Final Assessment



Instructions for Using Key Words
Marking the key words in the text is one of the most important parts of this study.  It gets 
students interacting with the Bible and enables them to see at a glance the themes in each 
passage.  Study works best with NIV and ESV versions, but can work with other versions as 
well.

m
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Option 1: You may choose to have 
students mark in their own Bibles.  

Colored pencils or colored ballpoint 
pens work the best, as space is 
limited in most Bibles and they won’t 
bleed through the page.

Option 2*:  Another option that works well 
is to print out the passages.  Most Bible 
websites offer printable options, or copy 
and paste the passage into a Word Doc. 
This gives you freedom to increase 
margins, fonts and spacing if desired.  

*Please be aware printing passages is 
allowed by copyright with some limitations.

© Littlebird Books                                                                                                                An Encounter in Philemon9



Instructions for Using Key Words
Continued

m
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Key Word Bookmarks:
Copy the bookmarks and cut. Each student will 
need one.

Text:
Students will need a Bible they can write in OR 
you may choose to print the text for each 
student from a site like Biblegateway.com. 
(Note: copyright laws allow for printing the 
text of the Bible, with certain limitations.)

Key Word Symbols:
Students choose what color/symbol to use for 
each key word. You can let each student 
choose for themselves for a more personal 
experience, or you can develop symbols as a 
group if you want everyone using the same 
ones.

Reading the Passage: 
As students read the text, they can use the 
bookmark to find and mark the keywords.  
They can also write comments in the margins 
on thoughts and observations.

The purpose of the key words is to give 
students a stronger connection with the text 
through creativity, color and a sensory 
drawing experience.

© Littlebird Books                                                                                                                An Encounter in Philemon10



The purpose of the Gather the Facts page is to give students a framework to sort the 
information in the text through grouping, listing, visualizing, etc.

***If you are limited on time, this page is the “meat” of the study and the one that will give 
students the greatest chance to work with the entire text.

***All questions for assessments come from the Gather the Facts pages. 

Choose to have students complete this section independently, in small groups and/or as a 
class.

Instructions for Using Gather the Facts

Graphic Organizer
Various graphic organizers are 
designed for students to work with the 
content of the passages in order to 
clearly see what the text says and 
gain a deeper understanding of to 
concepts.

You can choose whether to have 
students list references with their 
answers. 

The graphic organizers are especially 
helpful for visual learners and 
reflective learners.

Summarize
This section gives students a chance to 
think about what they’ve read as a 
whole, and come up with a theme for 
the passage.

m
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The purpose of the Think and Explain page is to get students thinking about what they read, using 
background knowledge and bringing their own thoughts and opinions to the study.

If you are limited on time, these pages can be used on their own, but do not provide a thorough overview 
of the passage.  The questions are supplemental to the Gather the Facts pages, engaging thinking on a 
personal level.

Sometimes students feel they should not question God or the Bible.  However, it is through questions that 
our understanding deepens and as Michael Card says, “God doesn’t give us answers, He gives us Himself.”

Instructions for Using Think and Explain

Questions
All the questions in the Think and Explain pages 
are short answer. They are most often inviting 
students to share what they think about what 
they have read.  

These work well as questions for small
groups and discussions.

Answer Key
Answers provided are sample answers.
As most of the questions are asking for 
student’s thinking and opinion, they are not 
designed to be right or wrong answers.

I Wonder…
This section gives students a chance to practice 
questioning skills.  

Questions may be things the students are truly 
wondering, or they may ask a question as if 
they are encouraging someone else to think 
about a part of the passage.

If desired, have students write factual 
questions and turn them into a game!

m
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The purpose of the Reflection Time is to give students a chance to apply the passages to 
their own lives, letting God’s word speak to their hearts.

Instructions for Using Reflection Time

In our classroom, we usually did this 
page on Friday.  After studying the 
passage over the course of the 
week, students had time to think 
about what they were reading.  
Then, Bible time on Friday was a 
chance to journal privately about 
what they were thinking and 
feeling about what God was saying 
through His word.  I was always 
pleasantly encouraged to see even 
the least focused of my students 
fill up pages with what they were 
reflecting on in God’s Word.

While any of the other pages can 
be used for small and large groups, 
I would encourage you to let the 
students keep the thoughts they 
write here, private.  I told my 
students I would glance at these 
pages to make sure they were 
completed, but the thoughts they 
wrote here were between 
themselves and God.
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Confident of your obedience, I write to you, 
knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

Philemon 1:21

Confident of your obedience, I write to you, 
knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

Philemon 1:21

Confident of your obedience, I write to you, 
knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

Philemon 1:21

Confident of your obedience, I write to you, 
knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

Philemon 1:21



PHILEMON
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Studied by:__________________________________
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How do you feel about slavery?  Explain why you feel this way:

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Slavery

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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What do you notice about your notes above?  What stands out to you? What questions do you have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Write one sentence that sums up what this section is about: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 1:1-7

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Gather the Facts

Directions: After reading Philemon 1:1-7, find who the letter is from, who it is to 
and what Paul prays about the people he is writing to.

Summarize
m
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The Letter
From: ____________________________________________________________________________

To: ______________________________________________________________________________

Thanks

Faith

Love

What Paul Says About:



Who was Paul writing to?  What kind of people do you think they were? Explain your thinking:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul thanks God because of what he hears about them.  How do you think he knows about what they are 

doing? ____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Paul pray they will share their faith?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think sharing their faith will help them understand what they have in Christ?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I Wonder…
Write down a question about the passage. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 1:1-7

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Think and Explain

m
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Take a few moments to think about what you’ve read. 
Re-read the passage and write your thoughts about what you read.  

What stands out to you? What questions do you have? How can you apply what you read to your own life?

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Reflection Time

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.
Psalms 119:11
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Chapter 1:8-25

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Gather the Facts

Directions: After reading Philemon 1:8-25, fill in the flow chart with 
all the things you read about the relationships the main characters in the book have with each other.

Summarize
m
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What do you notice about your notes above?  What stands out to you? What questions do you have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Write one sentence that sums up what this section is about: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

21

Paul and Onesimus

Onesimus and Philemon
Philemon and Paul



What can you tell about the relationship Philemon and Paul have? What are your clues?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

What can you tell about the relationship Philemon and Onesimus had? What are your clues? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think Onesimus and Paul met? Why do you think Paul is sending him back to Philemon? (You can infer!) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Use your imagination: What do you think Philemon did after he read the letter Paul sent? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I Wonder…
Write down a question about the passage. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 1:8-25

Name___________________________ Date______________________
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Think and Explain
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Take a few moments to think about what you’ve read. 
Re-read the passage and write your thoughts about what you read.  

What stands out to you? What questions do you have? How can you apply what you read to your own life?

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Reflection Time

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.
Isaiah 40:8
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After studying Philemon, describe how Paul talked about the situation between the slave and the owner.  
Was there anything that surprised you?  Did anything Paul say change your thinking about slavery?  

Explain your thoughts:

Name___________________________ Date______________________

What Do You Think Now?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Even though we know Philemon as a book, it is really a letter from Paul to Philemon, the Christian slave owner.  
Summarize what Paul wrote to him in your own words below.

Name___________________________ Date______________________

A Letter From Paul

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

© Littlebird Books                                                                                                                        An Encounter in Philemon
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Dear Philemon, 

Grace and Peace to you, 

Paul

25



Name___________________________ Date______________________

Philemon at a Glance

Book Summary

Section Summaries 

1:1-7

1:10-25

Go back through each Gather the Facts page and write down your summary statement for each section.
Then, based on all your section summaries, write down one statement summarizing the whole book of 

Philemon.

m
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Name___________________________ Date______________________

m
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Fill in the Blank: (Complete the sentences below)

1. The letter was written to __________________ , ____________________and 
____________________.

2. Paul gives thanks because of their  ___________________ and ___________________.

3. Paul prays that through sharing their faith they would ____________________ what they have 
in, or for the sake of __________________.

4. The relationship Philemon and Onesimus used to have was one of  ___________________ and 
____________________.

5. Onesimus was __________________ to Philemon, but now he is  _____________________.

6. Instead of ordering Philemon, Paul _________________ to him in  ___________________.

Philemon Test

7. Onesimus is
a) dear to Paul.
b) dear to Philemon.
c) useful to Paul and Philemon.
d) all of the above.

9. Philemon owes Paul his
a) home.
b) slave.
c) hospitality.
d) life.

8. Philemon is known for his
a) love.
b) harshness with slaves.
c) large house.
d) hospitality.

Multiple Choice: (Choose the best answer)

Short Answer: 
Summarize the letter to Philemon in a sentence or two:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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PHILEMON

Answer Key
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How do you feel about slavery?  Explain why you feel this way:

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Slavery

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

m
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Answer Key

Answers will vary
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What do you notice about your notes above?  What stands out to you? What questions do you have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Write one sentence that sums up what this section is about: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Sample Summary: 

Paul writes to people who are full of faith and love.

Chapter 1:1-7

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Gather the Facts

Directions: After reading Philemon 1:1-7, find who the letter is from, who it is to 
and what Paul prays about the people he is writing to.

Answer Key

Summarize
m
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The Letter
From: ____________________________________________________________________________

To: ______________________________________________________________________________

Paul and Timothy

Philemon, Apphia and Archippus and the church in their home.

Thanks
Paul gives thanks for them because of their faith in Christ and their love for the 
saints. 1:4-5

Faith
Paul prays they may be active in sharing their faith so they can have a full 
understanding of everything we have in Christ. 1:6, 
Or that the sharing of faith may become effective. ESV

Love
Paul gives thanks for the love they show.  It gives him great joy and encouragement 
because Philemon (inferred) refreshes the hearts of the saints. 1:7

What Paul Says About:



Who was Paul writing to?  What kind of people do you think they were? Explain your thinking:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul thanks God because of what he hears about them.  How do you think he knows about what they are 

doing? ____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Paul pray they will share their faith?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think sharing their faith will help them understand what they have in Christ?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I Wonder…
Write down a question about the passage. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 1:1-7

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Think and Explain

Answer Key

SAMPLE ANSWERS:

Paul was writing to Philemon, Apphia and Archipus.  I think these were pretty amazing people because Paul 

calls them fellow workers, and fellow soldiers.  He is also very grateful for their love and faith.  They 

have apparently encouraged many people!

I’m not sure, but I know they did not have telephones and computers back then. I think they 

communicate by letter and there may have been people going back and forth visiting Paul and taking him 

news. 

Paul prays they will share their faith so they will understand every good thing they have in Christ. 1:6

I am not sure, but maybe God gives us better understanding when we share our faith, or maybe teaching 

something is just the best way to learn it.

Questions will vary.

m
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Take a few moments to think about what you’ve read. 
Re-read the passage and write your thoughts about what you read.  

What stands out to you? What questions do you have? How can you apply what you read to your own life?

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Reflection Time

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.
Psalms 119:11

Personal reflections will vary. 

Answer Key

m
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Chapter 1:8-25

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Gather the Facts

Directions: After reading Philemon 1:8-25, fill in the flow chart with 
all the things you read about the relationships the main characters in the book have with each other.

Answer Key

Summarize
m
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What do you notice about your notes above?  What stands out to you? What questions do you have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Write one sentence that sums up what this section is about: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Sample Summary: 

Paul appeals to Philemon to welcome Onesimus back in love because he is now a brother in the Lord.

33

Paul and Onesimus

Onesimus and Philemon
Philemon and Paul

Paul loves Onesimus like a son and a 
brother in the Lord. 1:10-12

Paul send Onesimus back to Philemon, 
his “owner”. 1:12,16

Paul will pay any debts Onesimus owes.     
1:18

Onesimus was Philemon’s slave,
now they are brothers. 1:15-16

Onesimus is useful, before he was not 
useful. 1:11

Onesimus is dear to Philemon. 1:16

Paul has the authority to order Philemon 
to do things, but he appeals in love. 1:8-9

Philemon owes Paul his life. 1:19

Paul and Philemon want to see each 
other. 1:17,22 (inferred)



What can you tell about the relationship Philemon and Paul have? What are your clues?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

What can you tell about the relationship Philemon and Onesimus had? What are your clues? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think Onesimus and Paul met? Why do you think Paul is sending him back to Philemon? (You can infer!) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Use your imagination: What do you think Philemon did after he read the letter Paul sent? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I Wonder…
Write down a question about the passage. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 1:8-25

Name___________________________ Date______________________Answer Key

SAMPLE ANSWERS:

Paul talks to Philemon as an authority who can order him to do things and says he owes him his life.  I think 

Paul says these things because he preached the gospel to them and Philemon believed.  However, there is 

also a feeling of mutual respect and Paul is encouraged by this man and is confident of his obedience.

I think Onesimus was Philemon’s slave and a pretty bad one.  Paul says Onesimus is “no longer useless” and 

“no longer a slave.” 

Because Onesimus was a “useless slave”, I am guessing that he ran away and found Paul (on purpose?).  They 

may have also met when Paul visited Philemon’s home previously.  I think Paul is sending him back because 

now that Onesimus is a brother, a Christian, there needs to be forgiveness and restitution between them.

I think Philemon may have been angry at first to see his run-away slave coming back, and maybe confused.  

Then, because of the way Paul talks to him in the letter, I think he welcomed Onesimus back.  He may have 

let him return to Paul, or set him free.  Either way, I think their relationship was greatly improved.

Questions will vary.
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Think and Explain
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Take a few moments to think about what you’ve read. 
Re-read the passage and write your thoughts about what you read.  

What stands out to you? What questions do you have? How can you apply what you read to your own life?

Name___________________________ Date______________________

Reflection Time

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.
Isaiah 40:8

m
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Personal reflections will vary. 

Answer Key
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After studying Philemon, describe how Paul talked about the situation between the slave and the owner.  
Was there anything that surprised you?  Did anything Paul say change your thinking about slavery?  

Explain your thoughts:

Name___________________________ Date______________________

What Do You Think Now?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Answer Key

Answers will vary
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Even though we know Philemon as a book, it is really a letter from Paul to Philemon, the Christian slave owner.  
Summarize what Paul wrote to him in your own words below.

Name___________________________ Date______________________

A Letter From Paul

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Dear Philemon, 

Grace and Peace to you, 

Paul

Answer Key

Answers will vary
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Name___________________________ Date______________________

Philemon at a Glance

Book Summary

Section Summaries 

1:1-7 Paul writes to people who are full of faith and love.

1:10-25
Paul appeals to Philemon to welcome Onesimus back in love because he is now a brother in 

the Lord.

Go back through each Gather the Facts page and write down your summary statement for each section.
Then, based on all your section summaries, write down one statement summarizing the whole book of 

Philemon.

m
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Answer Key

Answers will vary.

Sample Answer:  Paul asks Philemon to forgive Onesimus, his slave, for any wrong he had done 
because he was now a brother in the Lord.
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Name___________________________ Date______________________
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Answer Key

*All questions come from 
the Gather the Facts 
pages.

Fill in the Blank: (Complete the sentences below)

1. The letter was written to __________________ , ____________________and 
____________________.

2. Paul gives thanks because of their  ___________________ and ___________________.

3. Paul prays that through sharing their faith they would ____________________ what they have 
in, or for the sake of __________________.

4. The relationship Philemon and Onesimus used to have was one of  ___________________ and 
____________________.

5. Onesimus was __________________ to Philemon, but now he is  _____________________.

6. Instead of ordering Philemon, Paul _________________ to him in  ___________________.

Philemon Test

7. Onesimus is
a) dear to Paul.
b) dear to Philemon.
c) useful to Paul and Philemon.
d) all of the above.

9. Philemon owes Paul his
a) home.
b) slave.
c) hospitality.
d) life.

8. Philemon is known for his
a) love.
b) harshness with slaves.
c) large house.
d) hospitality.

Multiple Choice: (Choose the best answer)

Short Answer: 
Summarize the letter to Philemon in a sentence or two:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Philemon Apphia
Archipus

faith love

understand
Christ

slave
owner

useless useful

appeals love

Sample Answer: Paul is writing to Philemon on behalf of his slave Onesimus who is coming back to him.  

Paul lets Philemon know that Onesimus is now a brother in Christ, he is now useful and asks Philemon to 

forgive his wrongs and welcome him as he would welcome Paul.
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$  Earn TPT Credit!  $
After you have tried this product, please leave feedback!

Click here to learn how to earn credit toward your next TPT purchase.
__________________________________________________

Let’s connect!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlebird-Books-By-Lindsey-Graf
___________________________________________________

Recommended Resources
Check out these and others in my TPT store:
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TPT Store            Facebook            Pinterest
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Tptcredits?utm_campaign=TransactionalEmails&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlebird-Books-By-Lindsey-Graf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Number-the-Stars-Complete-Literature-Unit-with-Focus-on-Context-Clues-2480368
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/BFG-Novel-Study-with-Answer-Key-2614205
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rules-Cynthia-Lord-Novel-Study-with-Answer-Key-2954817
https://www.facebook.com/novelstudies/
https://www.pinterest.com/grafmrs/


Thank You!
To all the amazing artists who created the design elements 

and fonts used in this product, a big thanks!
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Follow Along and Be the First!
Don’t forget to follow me to find out about new products and sales!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlebird-Books-By-Lindsey-Graf
__________________________________________________
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Misty-Miller-2841
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlebird-Books-By-Lindsey-Graf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Paula-Kim-Studio
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